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1
COGNITIVE LOUDSPEAKER SYSTEM

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority from U.S. Provisional
Patent Application 61/330,640, entitled “Concept of Cogni-
tive-Loudspeaker System”, which was filed on May 3, 2010,
and is incorporated by reference herein.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a sound production system
for digital audio sources.

RELATED ART

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a conventional digital audio
playback system 100, which includes a digital audio source
101, an audio processor 102, and loudspeakers 111-113.
Digital audio source 101 provides a digital audio bit stream to
audio processor 102. The digital audio bit stream can be
transmitted, for example, over an HDMI cable or using a
wireless transmission protocol (WiFi). The digital audio bit
stream can be provided by an audio source, such as Internet
radio, digital radio or a personal media device. The digital
audio bit stream can alternately be provided by an audio-
video source, such as streaming video from the Internet,
blue-ray discs, DVDs or DVBs.

Audio processor 102 includes an audio decoder 120, which
receives the digital audio bit stream from digital audio source
101. The digital audio bit stream is played back in multiple
channels in order to re-create a three dimensional (3D) sound
effect. Examples of multi-channel playback systems include
conventional two channel stereo systems, 5.1 channel sys-
tems (e.g., for Dolby AC-3 coding) and Dolby Surround 7.1
channel systems. In these multi-channel systems, each chan-
nel is played back in a different spatial location.

The digital audio bit stream is typically encoded in a highly
compressed bit stream. Most of the information for the vari-
ous channels is coded as a single channel with some extra
information in the digital bit stream in order to avoid the linear
increment of the bit rate for each additional channel. Hence,
audio decoder 120 is used to decode the digital audio bit
stream to re-create each channel. Audio decoder 120 also
generates an audio sample clock to synchronize each channel.
The audio sample clock typically has a frequency of 44 kHz,
based on an audio spectrum of 20-20 kHz. The audio quality
and effect will suffer if the sample clock for each channel is
out of synchronization.

Audio processor 102 also includes digital-to-analog (D/A)
converters 121-123 for each channel. Each of the D/A con-
verters 121-123 receives the decoded digital bit stream for the
associated channel and the audio sample clock from the audio
decoder 120. Inresponse, each ofthe D/A converters 121-123
provides an analog output signal for the associated channel.
Power amplifiers 131-133 receive the analog output signals
from the D/A converters 121-123, respectively. In response,
power amplifiers 131-133 drive amplified analog output sig-
nals to speakers 111-113, respectively, over speaker cables.

In a typical digital audio system (which implements a
centralized audio processor model), audio decoder 120, D/A
converters 121-123 and the power amplifiers 131-133 are
included in the same box. Examples of this type of equipment
include an audio/video (A/V) processor, media server client
and Media Devices. In general, audio processor 102 is
required to provide the required power amplification for all of
the channels. As a result, audio processor 102 is a relatively
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expensive device. Moreover, audio processor 102 imple-
ments preset signal processing and decoding functions,
which may limit the future expansion of this device. In addi-
tion, speaker wires are needed to connect the audio processor
102 to each of the associated loudspeakers 111-113. As the
number of channels increases, so does the required number of
speaker wires. Market research has shown that the routing of
speaker wires is a major obstacle for the adoption of surround
sound systems.

In an active loudspeaker model, the power amplifiers 131-
133 are included in the same box as the loudspeakers 111-
113, rather than in the audio processor 102. However, this
model still exhibits the problems described above.

The sound quality of a loudspeaker is influenced many
factors, including overall frequency response, number of
drivers, cross-over network, accuracy and impedance of the
drivers across the operating frequency range, enclosure char-
acteristics, accuracy matching of the power amplification,
loss at the speaker cables and the power amplifier. The tradi-
tional electro-mechanical methods for improving loud-
speaker sound quality are very expensive. Examples include:
providing a very high current and low distortion power ampli-
fier for each audio channel (mono-block); separating the
audio spectrum into a number of frequency bands with a
highly optimized cross-over network, and using a highly opti-
mized driver unit to drive each band separately; applying an
extensive computer aided design (CAD) method to optimize
the loudspeaker parameters, including frequency response,
phase, coloration of the enclosure box and input impedance;
using very expensive material to build the loudspeaker enclo-
sure; and using very low loss speaker cable.

A typical 5.1 home theater system requires the connection
of two pair of wires from the audio processor 102 to a pair of
surround speakers in the back of the room. As described
above, this creates a very significant inconvenience for adopt-
ing a surround sound system. One solution available to solve
this problem is wireless speaker technology. Wireless loud-
speakers use invisible radio waves in lieu of physical speaker
cables to transport sound from the audio processor 102 at the
front of the room to surround speakers at the rear of the room.

In this case, the audio processor 102 must include a wire-
less transmitter, undesirably increasing the cost and complex-
ity of this device. A small power amplifier/RF receiver is
typically placed near the rear of the room (e.g., under a
couch), and speaker wires are run from this power amplifier/
RF receiver to the surround speakers, a few feet away. Thus,
speaker wires must still be used in this system. A subset of the
audio channels (i.e., the audio channels to be played through
the surround speakers) are transmitted through the wireless
interface from the audio processor 102 to the remote power
amplifier/RF receiver, and are played through the surround
speakers. Note that by transmitting a subset of the audio
channels wirelessly, while transmitting the remaining audio
channels through speaker cables, the sound quality and the
surround effect can be significantly compromised.

Itwould therefore be desirable to have an audio system that
overcomes the above-described deficiencies of a conven-
tional audio system.

SUMMARY

Accordingly, the present invention provides a cognitive
loudspeaker system that includes an active control station that
communicates wirelessly and bi-directionally with a plurality
of sound production stations. The control station and the
sound production stations are initially synchronized to a con-
ductor clock. During a setup process, configuration informa-
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tion (including channel identification and processing delay) is
transmitted from the sound production stations to the active
control station. In response to the received configuration
information, the active control station generates playback
executables for each of the sound production stations. The
active control station wirelessly transmits the playback
executables to the sound production stations.

After the setup process is complete, the active control
station wirelessly transmits digital audio information (which
is received from a digital audio source) to the sound produc-
tion stations. Within each sound production station, the pre-
viously received playback executable is used to control the
decoding and processing of the received digital audio infor-
mation. Each sound production station generates digital
audio output samples in response to the received digital audio
information (and the associated playback executable). The
digital audio samples are converted to an analog output sig-
nal, which are amplified and played through a speaker.

In accordance with one embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the active control station establishes a virtual decoder
within each of the sound production stations, which enables
playback from various sources. Cross-over filtering, compen-
sation and equalization can be independently implemented
within each sound production station. The virtual decoder
allows the cognitive loudspeaker system to be easily modi-
fied/updated to handle new coding protocols.

In accordance with another embodiment of the present
invention, the active control station can be replaced by
another control station using a handover process.

The present invention will be more fully understood in
view of the following description and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a conventional digital audio
playback system.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a cognitive loudspeaker sys-
tem in accordance with one embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a transceiver used in the
cognitive loudspeaker system of FIG. 2, in accordance with
one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a frequency plan
implemented by the transceiver of FIG. 3 in accordance with
one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a waveform diagram illustrating a first conductor
clock signal associated with a first cognitive loudspeaker
system, and a second conductor clock signal associated with
a second cognitive loudspeaker system in accordance with
one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating an active control
station of the cognitive loudspeaker system of FIG. 2 in
accordance with one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is ablock diagram of sound production station of the
cognitive loudspeaker system of FIG. 2 in accordance with
one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a message unit used to com-
municate between control stations sound production stations
of the cognitive loudspeaker system of FIG. 2 in accordance
with one embodiment of the present invention.

FIGS. 9A, 9B, 9C and 9D form a table that defines a set of
message units used to operate the cognitive loudspeaker sys-
tem of FIG. 2 in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 10 is a flow diagram of a configuration routine imple-
mented by the cognitive loudspeaker system of FIG. 2 in
accordance with one embodiment of the present invention.
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FIG. 11 is a flow diagram of a setup routine implemented
by the cognitive loudspeaker system of FIG. 2 in accordance
with one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 12 is a flow diagram of a control station handover
process implemented by the cognitive loudspeaker system of
FIG. 2 in accordance with one embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 13 is a block diagram of sound production logic,
which is present in the sound production station of FIG. 7 in
accordance with one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 14 is a block diagram illustrating the software archi-
tecture of the cognitive loudspeaker system of FIG. 2 in
accordance with one embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In general, the present invention provides a cognitive loud-
speaker system for playback from digital audio sources. The
cognitive loudspeaker system includes an active control sta-
tion (CS) and one or more sound production stations (SPSs),
which include the loudspeakers of the system. The various
components of the cognitive loudspeaker system communi-
cate wirelessly via a synchronized ultra-wideband (UWB)
interface. The active control station can be flexibly associated
with the sound production stations. An inactive control sta-
tion can be switched to become the active control station
using a control station handover process, which is described
in more detail below. The sound production stations are
source coding neutral. That is, the active control station estab-
lishes a virtual decoder within each of the sound production
stations, which enables playback from various sources.
Cross-over filtering, compensation and equalization can be
independently implemented within each sound production
station. Equalization for loudspeaker placement and room
acoustics can also be implemented by the cognitive loud-
speaker system.

As described in more detail below, the cognitive loud-
speaker system of the present invention includes: a system
architecture, a wireless communication architecture, a frame-
work of software components, a method of synchronizing a
number of physically disjoined audio channels through a
wireless interface, a method to allow component specific
signal processing to be added to the audio playback signal
processing, and a usage model for configuration, setup, play-
back, resource sharing and upgrade of a digital audio play-
back system.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a cognitive loudspeaker sys-
tem (CLS) 200 in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention. CLS 200 includes control stations 201-
203, control station handover logic 205, and a plurality of
sound production stations 210-217. Although eight sound
production stations 210-217 are illustrated (e.g., to imple-
ment 7.1 surround sound), it is understood that other numbers
of sound production stations can be used in other embodi-
ments. Each of the sound production stations 210-217
includes sound production logic (SPL), one or more power
amplifiers (PA) and one or more loudspeakers. For example,
sound production station 210 includes sound production logic
221, power amplifiers 222-223 and speakers 224-225.
Although each of the sound production stations 210-216
includes two power amplifiers and two speakers, and the
sound production station 217 includes one power amplifier
and one speaker (e.g., a subwoofer), it is understood that
sound production stations 210-217 can have other numbers of
power amplifiers/speakers in other embodiments.

Normally, a loudspeaker will have a corresponding driver
unit to handle specific frequencies, for example, 2-way or
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3-way speakers. This is really limited by the physics of sound
production. In accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention, the sound production logic (SPL) illus-
trated by FIG. 2 operates as an efficient digital cross-over
network. Most of the audio source is delivered in the fre-
quency domain. Note that SPS 217 implements the ‘.1 chan-
nel” in the illustrated embodiment, thereby providing the LFE
(low frequency effect) (e.g., a subwoofer box).

Only one control station (e.g., control station 201) is
required to implement the playback of a digital audio stream.
However, control station handover logic 205 allows playback
to be easily switched between a plurality of control stations.
In the embodiments described herein, control station 201
initially operates as the active control station. The other con-
trol stations 202-203 may replace control station 201 as the
active control station through a handover process, which is
described in more detail below.

Control stations 201-203 wirelessly communicate with
sound production stations 210-217. In accordance with one
embodiment, the radio characteristics of cognitive loud-
speaker system 200 include the following: 100 Mb/sec (or
less) for audio coding; a 5 meter range; available AC power
(for the active control station 201 and the SPSs 210-217); low
mobility; line of sight propagation (single room); low latency;
precise multi-point synchronization within a limit; point-to-
point duplex communication; single point to multiple points
broadcasting; transient data (so that security is not an issue);
a simple MAC layer for supporting the coexistence of mul-
tiple cognitive loudspeaker networks in dense apartment
buildings; a hook for other media playback; and the ability to
work in different spectrum requirements in different regions.

In accordance with one embodiment, wireless communi-
cation within cognitive loudspeaker system 200 is imple-
mented using the ultra-wide band (UWB) frequency spec-
trum. UWB is an unlicensed wide frequency spectrum made
available for commercial use by the FCC. By using the UWB
frequency spectrum, the circuitry implemented by cognitive
loudspeaker system 200 can be relatively simple for the bit
rate, range and channel environment. More specifically,
impulse radio transceivers can be implemented within the
control stations 201-203 and sound production stations 210-
217 to establish a scalable, very low jitter, low latency syn-
chronized system, which is essential to multichannel audio
playback. In alternate embodiments, different frequency
spectrums can be used to implement wireless communication
within cognitive loudspeaker system 200.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a UWB transceiver (CLS
PHY) 300 used in the cognitive loudspeaker system 200 of
FIG. 2, in accordance with one embodiment of the present
invention. A transceiver identical to transceiver 300 is
included in each of the control stations 201-203, as well as
each of the sound production stations 210-217. Transceiver
300 includes antenna 301, low noise amplifier (LNA) 302,
power amplifier (PA) 303, and signal mixer circuits 304-305,
which need to operate in the UWB frequency range. Trans-
ceiver 300 also includes data recovery circuits 306-307, digi-
tizer 308, frequency synthesizers 310-311, frequency hop-
ping sequence control logic blocks 312-313, switches 315-
316, multiplexers 321-325, pulse shaping logic 330, channel
synchronization circuit 335, clock generation circuit 340,
frequency divider/duty cycle controller 345, delay lock 350,
data input register 355 and data output register 360.

Clock generation circuit 340 generates a conductor clock
signal that enables cognitive loudspeaker system 200 to oper-
ate synchronously. In the described embodiments, the con-
ductor clock signal has a frequency of 250 MHz, although
other clock frequencies can be implemented in other embodi-
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6

ments. Frequency divider/duty cycle control 345 performs a
division function on the conductor clock and controls the duty
cycle of the divided conductor clock to generate a system
clock signal.

The rationale for dividing the 250 MHz conductor clock
signal is that the maximum bit rate provided by this clock
signal is 250 Mb/s. However, the bit rate for audio data is
much lower than this 250 Mb/s. By reducing the duty cycle of
the conductor clock, the chance of inter-symbol interference
(ISI) is reduced in the case where there are other nearby CLS
systems (e.g., in a dense urban area). The available bandwidth
can also be used to transmit other data, such as a video stream.
Note that there is a trade-off between the bit rate and ISI.

The system clock signal effectively enables data transmis-
sion to occur during a portion of the conductor clock signal,
every N cycles of the conductor clock signal (wherein N is an
integer greater than one). This allows multiple cognitive loud-
speaker systems to operate in close proximity to one another,
as different systems can transmit data during different cycles
of the conductor clock signal. This also reduces ISI.

One major factor relied upon to synchronize all of the audio
channels is the simple pulse radio. There is no signal process-
ing to try to correct the interference from the previous signals.
Frequency hopping eliminates most of the ISI. But reducing
the duty cycle will also greatly reduce the possibility of inter-
ference from its own transmission as well as other CLS sys-
tem nearby.

The system clock signal controls the transmission func-
tions of transceiver 300, including the latching of output data
values into data output register 360, the transitioning of fre-
quency hopping sequence control logic 313, the routing of
output data through pulse shaping logic 330, and the opera-
tion of output switch 316. Pulse shaping logic 330 is used to
cause the transmitted signal to occupy 500 MHz spectrum in
accordance with the requirements of the UWB radio specifi-
cation.

Delay lock circuit 350 introduces a delay to the system
clock signal to generate a delayed system clock signal. This
delayed system clock signal provides an offset between the
transmit and receive functions implemented by transceiver
300. This delay is selected to ensure that the conductor clock
in the transmitter circuit is synchronized with the conductor
clock in the receiver circuit. The delayed system clock signal
controls the receiving functions of transceiver 300, including
the latching of input data values into data input register 355,
the transitioning of frequency hopping sequence control logic
312 and the operation of input switch 315. As described in
more detail below, channel synchronization logic 335 con-
trols the delay introduced by delay lock circuit 350.

In general, the clock system is synchronized such that the
receiver circuit can receive data from the transmitter cor-
rectly. All of the SPSs 210-217 receive the same playback
stream, synchronously. As described in more detail below,
sample clocks in all of the SPSs are started synchronously in
response to a message unit transmitted by the active control
station 201. Timing information transmitted by the active
control station 201 prevents drifting of the sample clocks
within the SPSs 210-217. As described in more detail below,
each of the SPSs 210-217 includes a playback processor,
which operates in response to its own clock system.

Frequency synthesizers 310-311 generate all of the fre-
quency tones for the frequency plan implemented by trans-
ceiver 300. In the described embodiments, each of the fre-
quency synthesizers 310 and 311 is capable of generating
eight frequency tones. Frequency hopping sequence control
logic 312-313 include state machines that control the
sequence of the frequency hopping. More specifically, fre-



US 9,282,418 B2

7

quency hopping sequence control logic 313 controls multi-
plexers 323 and 324, such that multiplexer 323 routes one of
the frequency tones generated by frequency synthesizer 310
to multiplexer 325, and multiplexer 324 routes one of the
frequency tones generated by frequency synthesizer 311 to
multiplexer 325. In general, the frequency tones routed by
multiplexers 323 and 324 represent logic ‘0’ and logic ‘1° data
values, respectively.

Multiplexer 325 is controlled by the data output value
latched in data output register 360. Ifthe data output value has
a logic ‘0’ value, multiplexer 325 routes the frequency tone
provided by multiplexer 323 (frequency synthesizer 310).
Conversely, if the data output value has a logic ‘1” value,
multiplexer 325 routes the frequency tone provided by mul-
tiplexer 324 (i.e., frequency synthesizer 311). Pulse shaping
logic 330 shapes the frequency tone routed by multiplexer
325to meet FCC requirements. More specifically, pulse shap-
ing logic 325 generates a frequency tone having a duration
(pulse width) specified by the system clock signal. The pulsed
frequency tone provided by pulse shaping logic 330 is pro-
vided to power amplifier 303. Output switch 316 is closed to
drive the amplified pulsed frequency tone to antenna 301,
thereby causing antenna 301 to transmit a wireless UWB
signal that represents a logic ‘0’ or a logic ‘1’ data value. Note
that input switch 315 is open while output switch 316 is
closed. Switches 315-316 operate in response to message
units (described below) that specify whether transceiver 300
is operating as a transmitter (output switch 316 closed) or a
receiver (input switch 315 closed).

On the receiver side of transceiver 300, an input frequency
tone is received by antenna 301 and is routed through input
switch 315 and low noise amplifier 302 to signal mixer cir-
cuits 304 and 305. Signal mixer circuits 304 and 305 include
signal mixers 304,-304, and 305,-305,, respectively, which
receive the input frequency tone from low noise amplifier
302.

Frequency hopping sequence control logic 312 controls
multiplexers 321 and 322, such that multiplexer 321 routes
one of the frequency tones generated by frequency synthe-
sizer 310 to signal mixer circuit 304, and multiplexer 322
routes one of the frequency tones generated by frequency
synthesizer 311 to signal mixer circuit 305. The frequency
tone routed by multiplexer 321 has the same frequency as a
frequency tone having a logic ‘0’ value received by antenna
301, while the frequency tone routed by multiplexer 322 has
the same frequency as a frequency tone having a logic ‘1’
value received by antenna 301. The frequency tone routed by
multiplexer 321 is provided to signal mixer 304,. The fre-
quency tone routed by multiplexer 321 is also shifted (de-
layed) by 90 degrees, and the shifted frequency tone is applied
to signal mixer 304,. Similarly, the frequency tone routed by
multiplexer 322 is provided to signal mixer 305,. The fre-
quency tone routed by multiplexer 322 is also shifted by 90
degrees, and the shifted frequency tone is applied to signal
mixer 305,.

The outputs of signal mixers 304, and 304, are provided to
integrators 306, and 306, respectively, within data recovery
circuit 306. Similarly, the outputs of signal mixers 305, and
305, are provided to integrators 307, and 307,, respectively,
within data recovery circuit 307. The outputs of integrators
306, and 306, are provided to adder 306, within data recovery
circuit 306, and the outputs of integrators 307, and 307, are
provided to adder 307, within data recovery circuit 307. If the
frequency tone received by antenna 301 matches the fre-
quency tone routed by multiplexer 321, the output of adder
306, will indicate this match by providing an output signal
having a sufficient amount of energy to be detected by digi-

25

40

45

55

8

tizer 308. Conversely, if the frequency tone received by
antenna 301 matches the frequency tone routed by multi-
plexer 322, the output of adder 307, will indicate this match
by providing an output signal having a sufficient amount of
energy to be detected by digitizer 308.

If neither the output of adder 306, nor the output of adder
307, has enough energy to be detected by digitizer 308, then
the receiver circuitry is not properly synchronized with the
associated transmitter circuitry. If both the output of adder
306, and the output of adder 307, have enough energy to be
detected by digitizer 308, then an error condition (which may
be caused by interference) is indicated.

The outputs of adders 3065 and 307, are provided to digi-
tizer 308. Digitizer 308 provides a logic ‘0’ value to data input
register 355 if the input frequency tone received by antenna
301 matches the frequency tone routed by multiplexer 321
(i.e., energy is detected in the output signal provided by adder
306,). Conversely, digitizer 308 provides a logic ‘1’ value to
data input register 355 if the input tone received by antenna
301 matches the frequency tone routed by multiplexer 322
(i.e., energy is detected in the output signal provided by adder
307,). The data value provided by digitizer 308 is latched into
data input register 355 in response to the delayed system
clock signal. The data values detected by digitizer 308 are
also provided to channel synchronization logic 335, which in
turn controls delay lock 350 to introduce the proper delay to
the system clock signal, thereby generating the delayed sys-
tem clock signal.

In accordance with one embodiment, there is synchroniza-
tion data (‘sync_data’) embedded in the received data (i.e.,
message unit). This sync_data is a code sequence known to
both the transmitter circuit and the receiver circuit. The trans-
mitter circuit will transmit this code sequence when sending
the message unit, and the receiver circuit will adjust the delay
of'the delayed system clock signal so that the received data is
aligned to the sync_data. Both the transmitter and the receiver
expect a bit of data to be transmitted within a fixed time
interval, so the receiver circuit adjusts the delay of the delayed
system clock signal such that the digitizer 308 can detect the
maximum energy in the signals provided by data recovery
circuits 306 and 307.

In accordance with one embodiment, impulse transceiver
300 implements a complementary frequency hopping pulse
modulation (CFHPM) scheme. The timing of the frequency
hopping is synchronized to a division of the 250 MHz con-
ductor clock signal. Different sets of complementary fre-
quency hopping plans are used to represent logic ‘0’ and logic
‘1’ values. Logic ‘0’ and logic ‘1’ values are modulated by the
associated frequency hopping plans. The transmitter side of
the transceiver 300 will transmit a modulated pulse based on
the logic state of an associated data bit. The receiver side of
the transceiver 300 needs to synchronize to the conductor
clock signal and the frequency hopping sequence of the trans-
mitter before data can be received. As described in more detail
below, this synchronization on the receiver side is accom-
plished by locking to a beacon and a “sync_data” pattern
within a message unit sent by the transmitter. Co-existence
with other cognitive loudspeaker systems in close proximity
is possible by dividing the conductor clock and providing
multiple frequency hopping sequence plans.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a frequency plan 400
implemented by transceiver 300 in accordance with one
embodiment of the present invention. Frequency plan 400
includes frequency table 401 and frequency plans 401A-
401D. As illustrated by frequency table 401, eleven frequency
tones b1-b11 are available to implement the frequency plans
401A-401D. Frequency synthesizer 310 is capable of gener-
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ating frequency tones b1, b2, b3, b4, b5, b8, b9 and b10.
Frequency synthesizer is capable of generating frequency
tones b1, b2, b4, b6, b7, b8, b9, b10 and b11. Frequency tones
b1-b11 vary in frequency from 3432 MHz to 10296 MHz, as
illustrated by frequency table 401.

Frequency plans 401A-401D define different manners of
representing logic ‘0’ and logic ‘1’ values using the frequency
tones b1-b11. The frequency tone designations change (i.e.,
‘hop’) for each successive bit transmitted/received. Thus, a
first bit is encoded using a first frequency designation
‘hop_0°, a second bit is encoded using a second frequency
designation ‘hop_1°, a third bit is encoded using a third fre-
quency designation ‘hop_2’ and a fourth bit is encoded using
a fourth frequency designation ‘hop_3°. This pattern is
repeated for subsequent bits, such that a fifth bit is encoded
using the first frequency designation ‘hop_0°, a sixth bit is
encoded using the second frequency designation “hop_1’, and
SO on.

For example, when using frequency plan 401A, a first bit is
encoded using ‘hop_0’ of table 401A, whereby a logic ‘0’
value is represented by frequency tone b1 (i.e., a 3432 MHz
signal) and a logic ‘1’ value is represented by frequency tone
b7 (i.e., a 8184 MHz signal). Thus, frequency hopping
sequence control logic 313 causes multiplexers 323 and 324
to route frequency tones b1 and b7, respectively, when encod-
ing using ‘hop_0’ of table 401A. (Similarly, frequency hop-
ping sequence control logic 312 causes multiplexers 321 and
322 to route frequency tones bl and b7, respectively, when
encoding using ‘hop_0’ of table 401A.) A second bit is
encoded using ‘hop_1" of table 401A, whereby a logic ‘0’
value is represented by frequency tone b5 (i.e., a 7128 MHz
signal) and a logic ‘1’ value is represented by frequency tone
b2 (i.e., a 3960 MHz signal). A third bit is encoded using
‘hop_2’ of table 401A, whereby a logic ‘0’ value is repre-
sented by frequency tone b9 (i.e., a 9240 MHz signal) and a
logic ‘1° value is represented by frequency tone b8 (i.e., a
8712 MHz signal). A fourth is encoded using ‘hop_3’ of table
401A, whereby a logic ‘0’ value is represented by frequency
tone b3 (i.e., a 4488 MHz signal) and a logic ‘1” value is
represented by frequency tone b4 (i.e., a 6600 MHz signal).
Note that for frequency plan 401 A, frequency synthesizer 310
is only required to generate frequency tones b1, b5, b9 and b3,
and frequency synthesizer 311 is only required to generate
frequency tones b7, b2, b8 and b4.

To send a data stream of ‘01110100’ using frequency plan
401A, the following sequence of frequency tones would be
transmitted from frequency synthesizers 310 and 311 to
antenna 301: b1, b2, b8, b4, b1, b2, b9 and b3. To transmit the
same data stream using frequency plan 401B, the following
sequence of frequency tones would be transmitted: b2, b4, b6,
b1,b2, b4, b10 and b5. To transmit the same data stream using
frequency plan 401C, the following sequence of frequency
tones would be transmitted: b3, b6, b4, b10, b3, b6, b5 and b2.
To transmit the same data stream using frequency plan 401D,
the following sequence of frequency tones would be trans-
mitted: b4, b7, bl, b6, b4, b7, b2 and b9.

The different frequency plans 401 A-401D enable different
cognitive loudspeaker systems to coexist in close proximity
(e.g., in a dense apartment complex). During the setup pro-
cess (described below), the active control station 201 will
detect the existence of any other cognitive loudspeaker net-
works. In response, the active control station 201 will select
an unused frequency plan and adjust the phase/duty cycle of
the conductor clock signal until the control station can suc-
cessfully communicate with all of the sound production sta-
tions 210-217 within the system 200. As described below,
each component within the cognitive loudspeaker system 200
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will share a common network ID, which is established during
a configuration process. Each component will ignore data
transmitted by cognitive loudspeaker systems having a dif-
ferent network ID.

FIG. 5 illustrates a first conductor clock signal CLK_A
associated with a first cognitive loudspeaker system (Net-
work_A), and a second conductor clock signal CLK_B asso-
ciated with a second cognitive loudspeaker system (Net-
work_B). The first cognitive loudspeaker system
(Network_A) implements the frequency plan 401 A, while the
second cognitive loudspeaker system (Network_B) imple-
ments the frequency plan 401B. Moreover, the conductor
clock signal CLK_B is adjusted to be out of phase with
respect to the conductor clock signal CLK_A, such that the
first cognitive loudspeaker system (Network A) is not
actively transmitting during the same time as the second
cognitive loudspeaker system (Network_B). In the example
of FIG. 5, the duty cycle is selected such that data is trans-
mitted only during every fifth cycle of the conductor clock
signal.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating the active control
station 201 in accordance with one embodiment of the present
invention. Control station 201 includes transceiver 600,
which is identical to transceiver 300 of FIG. 3. Control station
201 also includes control software 601, standard communi-
cation channel 602, synchronization logic 603, digital source
604 and other multimedia drivers 605.

Standard communication channel 602 can be, for example,
astandard wireless communication link such as WiFi or Blue-
tooth. Standard communication channel 602 is used to imple-
ment the control station handover process, which is described
in more detail below. In general, the control station handover
process allows control of the cognitive loudspeaker system
200 to be transferred from one control station (e.g., control
station 201) to another control station (e.g., control station
202). Standard communication channel 602 can also be used
as a communication link for playback sources.

Transceiver 600 operates as a playback synchronization
master, and also functions as a communication link between
the active control station 201 and the sound production sta-
tions 210-217. Transceiver 600 can also function as a com-
munication link to other control stations 202-203. As
described in more detail below, transceiver 600 transmits
configuration data, a playback executable and a digital play-
back stream to sound production stations 210-217. Trans-
ceiver 600 also receives information from the sound produc-
tion stations 210-217 during a setup process.

Digital source 604 is a playback source, which can include,
for example, audio streaming from the Internet, archived
music from a home network or from a legacy digital DISC
player. The format of digital source 604 can be, for example,
MP3, AC3, AAC, 24b/192 kHz LPCM or FLAC. Digital
source 604 is able to play all possible source formats through
virtual coder software, which is described in more detail
below.

Control station control software 601 implements a con-
figuration routine, compiles a playback executable, imple-
ments a setup routine, broadcasts a digital playback stream,
controls the control station handover routine, and implements
playback control in a manner described in more detail below.

Multimedia drivers 605 allow the cognitive loudspeaker
concept to be applied to the playback of other media data,
such as a video stream. Synchronization circuitry 603 is pro-
vided for use with multimedia drivers 605. It is possible for
the cognitive loudspeaker system 200 to be used in conjunc-
tion with other media (most likely, a video stream). However,
there is some delay incurred in order to accommodate the
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signal processing time and placement delay for each audio
channel. The active control station 201 can synchronize all of
the audio channels by making all the audio channels wait for
the channel with the longest delay. This is accomplished by
delaying the output of each channel accordingly. Because the
active control station 201 has the information of how much
delay is imposed on the audio source, it also needs to add this
delay to other content stream (e.g., the video stream) so the
playback content is synchronized. Synchronization circuitry
603 introduces this necessary delay to the other content
stream.

Any of the control stations 201-203 can drive the SPSs
210-217. However, only one of these control stations 201-203
can be active at a given time. The coordination of the control
stations 201-203 is conducted through the CS handover pro-
cess 205, which is described in more detail below.

The active control station 201 can be, for example, a tele-
vision set, an A/V processor (wherein no power amplification
or physical connections are required), a set-top box, a per-
sonal computer, a networked home entertainment client or a
personal entertainment device.

The general functions implemented by active control sta-
tion 201 include the following. Control station 201 may con-
trol the configuration and setup of the SPSs 210-217. Control
station 201 may acquire, transfer and release the role of
“active control station” thru the CS handover process. Control
station 201 becomes the synchronization point of the play-
back system using the conductor clock signal. Control station
201 relays the digital playback data to the SPSs 210-217.
Control station 201 performs playback format transcoding.
Control station 201 also controls various basic operating
functions of the playback system including source selection,
volume, equalization, stop, pause, fast forward, power up and
shut down.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of SPS 210, in accordance with
one embodiment of the present invention. SPSs 211-217 are
substantially identical to SPS 210 in the described embodi-
ments. SPS 210 includes sound production logic (SPL) 221,
power amplifiers 222 and 223 and loudspeakers 224-225.
SPL 221 includes transceiver 700, which is identical to the
transceiver 300 described above in connection with FIG. 3.
SPL 221 also includes local firmware 701, playback execut-
able 702, playback stream buffer 703, playback processor
704, output sample buffer 705, playback timing control 706,
sample output channels 707-708 and digital-to-analog con-
verters 710-711.

In accordance with the described example, SPS 210 is
associated with loudspeakers 224-225 in a single enclosure.
Multiple power amplifiers 222-223 are provided for different
frequency ranges. For example, power amplifier 222 may
drive low frequency analog signals, while power amplifier
223 may drive high frequency analog signals. As described
below, SPL 221 provides non-volatile storage for channel
identification, placement information, unit characteristics
(equalization requirements, computing capabilities, etc.),
real time operating system (RTOS), API library and local
signal processing code. In addition, SPL 221 synchronizes to
the conductor clock of the active control station 201 and
accepts configuration information from the active control
station 201. SPL 221 also communicates with the active con-
trol station 201 to setup the playback system, provides storage
for the playback stream broadcast from the active control
station 201, and decodes the playback stream with instruction
from the playback executable 702. SPL 221 also performs
local signal processing for crossover, compensation and
equalization, buffers the output samples, generates synchro-
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nized output samples, performs digital-to-analog conversion
of the output samples, and drives the analog signals to the
power amplifiers 222-223.

In general, transceiver 700 operates as a communication
link to the active control station 201. Transceiver 700 is phase
locked to the conductor clock signal of the active control
station 201, such that SPS 210 operates as a playback syn-
chronization slave. Transceiver 700 receives configuration
data, playback executable information, and/or a digital play-
back stream from the active control station 201. Transceiver
700 also transmits information to the active control station
201 during the configuration and setup routines, which are
described in more detail below.

Firmware 701 includes non-volatile executable and infor-
mation of SPS 210. In accordance with one embodiment,
firmware 701 includes a standardized portion, a manufacturer
defined portion and a user defined portion.

The standardized portion of firmware 701 includes a real
time operating system (RTOS) to control the operation of the
SPS 210, and an application program interface(API), which is
used to compile the playback executable 702. It is possible
that the SPS 210 can be built upon different instruction set
architecture (ISA), so having a standardized API would
remove the dependence on any particular architecture. The
playback executable 702 is highly efficient to minimize the
associated storage requirement and minimize the time
required to execute the setup routine.

The manufacturer defined portion of firmware 701
includes an executable for the SPS specific signal processing,
and includes means for maintaining the following informa-
tion: the cycle time of the playback processor 704, the number
of cycles consumed by the API, the number of cycles con-
sumed by the SPS specific signal processing, and the fre-
quency range of the SPS (e.g., the SPS may be a subwoofer).

The user defined portion of firmware 701 includes play-
back channel identification, placement information of the
SPS 210, and room acoustic information. This information is
forwarded to the active control station 201 during the setup
routine when the cognitive loudspeaker system 200 is pow-
ered up. This information is also passed to the next active
control station during the control station handover process
205.

The firmware 701 can be updated thru the configuration
routine implemented by the active control station 201, which
is described in more detail below.

Playback executable 702 is a software object used by the
SPS 210 to decode the playback stream received from the
active control station 201. Playback executable 702 is com-
piled by the active control station 201 based on the following
inputs (which are received from each of the SPSs 210-217):
the decoding algorithm, channel ownership, the capability of
each SPS (e.g., a 192 kHz sampling rate for the main stereo
channels and a 48 kHz sampling rate for other channels), the
sensitivity of each channel, the equalization requirement for
room acoustics, the delay requirement for system level syn-
chronization, and the entry point for the local signal process-
ing (i.e., where the local signal processing program is to be
integrated into the playback executable 702, or the local sig-
nal processing API). In an alternate embodiment, the non-
volatile storage of the SPS 210 can be used to store a common
playback executable, which can be loaded into playback
executable 702 during the setup process, thereby speeding up
the setup process.

The playback executable 702 for each SPS can be different.
The active control station 201 downloads the playback
executable 702 to each SPS during the setup process (de-
scribed below). Each SPS may execute its own local signal
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processing to the output samples. SPS 210 reports the time
required to perform its signal processing to the active control
station 201 during the setup process. The active control sta-
tion 201 gathers the timing requirements for signal process-
ing and calculates the delay required to be added within each
SPS so that all of the playback channels are synchronized.
The active control station 201 will send the delay requirement
to each SPS as part of the setup process.

The cognitive loudspeaker system 200 does not define
syntax of the playback stream. The active control station 201
(which transmits the playback stream) must compile a play-
back executable 702 that can be executed by the SPS in order
to decode the playback stream, and complete the computation
for each sample in a timely manner. One form of the playback
executable 702 is a virtual decoder. Cognitive loudspeaker
system 200 is a highly programmable system. It is possible
that each control station designer will develop their own
playback executable and playback stream in order differenti-
ate their product. On the other hand, some control station
designers may develop a universal playback executable and
playback stream format. With this setup, any digital audio
format can be played in this system with just a software
translation. This is somewhat similar to software virtualiza-
tion.

There are several reasons for doing this. First, users do not
need to worry about the format of the content, or worry that
the devices they own will become obsolete. In addition, the
cost of selling a software coder (IP licensing) is much cheaper
than selling a hardware coder.

The active control station 201 needs to setup the playback
executable 702 and synchronize all of the SPSs 210-217
before transmitting the playback stream. Only a single copy
of the playback stream is broadcast from the active control
station 201. The playback stream is received by the trans-
ceiver 700, and is transferred to the playback stream buffer
703. The playback stream buffer 703 then transmits the play-
back stream to the playback processor 704. The playback
processor 704 within each of the SPSs 210-217 executes its
own version of the playback executable 702 and local signal
processing code to process the playback stream received from
the playback stream buffer 703. The playback processor 704
converts the playback stream to digital output samples that
are stored in the output sample buffer 705. Playback proces-
sor 704 also executes the simple RTOS to support the follow-
ing SPS operations (in response to information transmitted by
the active control station 201): power on, sleep, shutdown,
synchronization to the active CS, setup routine, configuration
routine, playback stream processing and playback control.

Possible architectures for the playback processor 704
include: a RISC core with multiple-add pipeline, and Harvard
architecture with separate RAM for instructions and data. In
accordance with one embodiment, playback processor 704
operates with a 250 MHz-2 GHz cycle time, and runs asyn-
chronous to the conductor clock and a sampling clock.

Output sample buffer 705 temporarily stores the output
samples provided by playback processor 704, so that play-
back from all the channels (e.g., SPSs 210-217) can be syn-
chronized. Playback processor 704 writes to the output
sample buffer 705 in the clock domain of playback processor
704. Output sample buffer 705 is read to the output channels
707-708 at a sample clock frequency. More than one sample
can be written or read at each sampling point in order to
realize a digital cross-over function. The sample output chan-
nels 707-708 are configurable. The sample output channels
707-708 drive the D/A converters 710-711. In accordance
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with one embodiment, output sample buffer 705 can be
implemented by a field programmable gate array (FPGA)
device.

D/A converters 710-711 perform the only digital-to-analog
conversion within the cognitive loudspeaker system 200. D/A
converters 710-711 can be implemented in various manners
to achieve cost/performance differentiation. For example, an
embedded sole output channel (D/A converter) with a low
sampling clock frequency can be used for a low cost single
chip SPS implementation. Alternately, a high resolution, high
sampling rate and low noise D/A converter per driver unit can
be used for high end loudspeakers.

Power amplifiers 222-223 are coupled to the analog out-
puts of D/A converters 710-711, respectively. Power ampli-
fiers 222-223 are the only analog circuitry in the playback
signal path. Note that it is important to minimize the number
of conversions between the digital and analog domains in
order to get the best sound quality for digital sources. So in
this sense, the cognitive loudspeaker system 200 is optimum
because this system 200 can play any digital source with a
single D/A conversion.

Power amplifiers 222-223 drive loudspeakers 224-225,
respectively. Power amplifiers 222-223 are designed in con-
nection with the loudspeakers 224-225 to optimize the SPS
for performance and cost. Cognitive loudspeaker system 200
provides a wide design space, which allows loudspeaker and
consumer electronics manufacturers to design systems that
are highly optimized for performance and/or cost.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a message unit 800 used to
communicate between the control stations 201-202 and SPSs
210-217 of cognitive loudspeaker system 200 in accordance
with one embodiment of the present invention. Cognitive
loudspeaker system 200 implements the following commu-
nication models: point to point transmission from a control
station to a single SPS, point to point transmission from an
SPS to a control station, and broadcast transmission from a
control station to multiple SPSs. These communications are
conducted through message unit 800. The initial message unit
of'a communication is initiated by the control station for all
three communication models. Synchronization, error correc-
tion, protocol and higher application layers are built within
the framework of the message unit 800.

Message unit 800 is a fixed format packet. In the described
examples, message unit 800 has a width of 256 bits (i.e.,
m_unit[255:0]). The bits of message unit 800 are defined as
follows.

Message unit bit m_unit[0] is a beacon that marks the
beginning of the message unit 800. The beacon is modulated
by a pseudo code sequence for phase synchronization, and
identifies the beginning of the sample clock signal.

Message unit bits m_unit[1:31] identify a command,
which defines the context of the message unit 800. The mes-
sage unit bits m_unit[1:31]) is always generated by the con-
trol station.

Message unit bits m_unit[32:79] represent a first message
field that carries synchronization information or data when
the direction of datatlow is from the active control station 201
to the SPSs 210-217. This first message field is empty/silent
when the direction of data flow is from an SPS to the active
control station 201 (to avoid collisions).

Message unit bits m_unit[80:207] represent a second mes-
sage field that carries synchronization information or data
when the direction of dataflow is from the active control
station 201 to the SPSs 210-217. This second message field
carries synchronization information or data when the direc-
tion of dataflow is from an SPS to the active control station
201.
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Message unit bits m_unit[208:255] represent a third mes-
sage field that carries synchronization information or data
when the direction of data flow is from the active control
station 201 to the SPSs 210-217. This third message field is
empty/silent when the direction of data flow is from an SPS to
the active control station 201 (to avoid collisions).

FIGS. 9A, 9B, 9C and 9D form a table that provides a
detailed description of the various messages that are imple-
mented by message unit 800, in accordance with one embodi-
ment of the present invention.

A configuration routine for cognitive loudspeaker system
200 will now be described. The configuration routine is a
process used to change the non-volatile data stored in the
SPSs210-217 for one or more ofthe following reasons: a new
system setup is required; it is necessary to add or remove an
SPS from the playback system; it is necessary to change the
placement of'an SPS; or, it is necessary to update the firmware
of'an SPS. The configuration process involves point-to-point
communication between the active control station 201 and a
single SPS. A mechanism is provided to enable/disable con-
figuration in the SPS, thereby preventing an SPS from being
configured unexpectedly. This mechanism can include a
mode setting switch on the SPS or an air interface protocol, as
described in more detail below.

In general, there are two types of configuration, including
vendor/manufacturer specific configuration and standard
configuration. The vendor/manufacturer specific configura-
tion is used, for example, to perform a firmware update.
Standard configuration data includes: the SPS channel ID, the
next SPS channel ID or last channel indicator, the playback
system ID, the sensitivity of the channel (i.e., sound pressure
as a function of the signal level), the relative coordinates of
the SPS to the first channel, and the acoustic environment of
the SPS.

FIG. 10 is a flow diagram of a configuration routine 1000
implemented by cognitive loudspeaker system 200, in accor-
dance with one embodiment of the present invention. In step
1001, the configuration process is enabled within the SPS
(e.g., by toggling a switch on the SPS). Only one SPS is
enabled in step 1001.

In step 1002, the active control station 201 transmits a
‘sync_to_CS’ message unit. As illustrated by FIG. 9A, the
‘sync_to_CS’ message unit includes synchronizing data
(“sync_data’) driven by the active control station 201 in the
three message fields m_unit[32:255] of the message unit.
This message is repeatedly broadcast by the active control
station 201 for a fixed time period, thereby allowing enabled
SPSs to synchronize to the active control station 201. Any
enabled SPS that has not been incorporated into a playback
system will attempt to synchronize with the active control
station 201 upon receiving the ‘sync_to_CS’ message unit.
Note that the active control station 201 may survey the radio
environment to select a frequency hopping plan and a duty
cycle in order to avoid interference with another nearby cog-
nitive loudspeaker system at this time. (See, e.g., FIG. 5.) At
step 1003, the enabled SPSs are synchronized with the active
control station 201.

In step 1004, the active control station 201 transmits a
‘set_config_on’ message unit. As illustrated by FIG. 9B, the
‘set_config_on’ message unit includes ‘sync_data’ driven by
the active control station 201 in the three message fields
m_unit[32:255]. Upon receiving the ‘set_config on’ mes-
sage unit, an SPS is set to a configuration state (Step 1005).
The present embodiment assumes that the configuration
mechanism is enabled in only one of the SPSs. At this time,
the SPS is ready to receive configuration messages from the
control station.
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As described above, the SPS can be selected manually. For
example, the user can replace the left and right channel speak-
ers with better speakers. In this case, the user just needs to
configure the pair of the new speakers. In another example, if
the user wants to increase from 5.1 system to a 7.1 system, the
user needs to configure the new speakers as well as the neigh-
boring channels.

At Step 1006, the active control station 201 transmits one
or more ‘std_config_msg’ message units and/or one or more
‘vsp_config_msg’ message units. As illustrated by FIG. 9B,
each ‘std_config_msg’ message unit includes a standard con-
figuration message in the three message fields m_unit[32:
255]. This standard configuration message includes impor-
tant configuration data, including: the channel ID, playback
system 1D, a link list to enable the control station to address
each SPS within the playback system, and the co-ordinate of
the SPS within the playback system. As illustrated by FIG.
9B, each ‘vsp_config_msg’ message unit includes a vendor
specific configuration message. This vendor specific configu-
ration message may include, for example, a firmware update
for the SPS. Note that the message format, content and the
associated driver software are defined completely by the SPS
vendor in the described embodiments.

At step 1007, the SPS bufters the incoming configuration
message units. At step 1008, the active control station 201
transmits a ‘commit_config’ message unit to the enabled SPS.
The ‘commit_config’ message unit includes sync_data driven
by the control station in the three message fields m_unit[32:
255]. In response to receiving the ‘commit_config’ message
unit, the enabled SPS commits the buffered configuration
data into its non-volatile storage (step 1009).

At step 1010, the active control station 201 transmits a
plurality of “sync_to_SPS’ message units to the enabled SPS.
The function of the ‘sync_to_SPS’ message units is to allow
the active control station 201 to synchronize to the enabled
SPS. This ‘sync_to_SPS’ message unit includes sync_data
driven by the active control station 201 in the second message
field (m_unit[32:79]), but is silent/empty in the first and third
message fields (m_unit[1:31] and m_unit[208-255]). Only
one of the SPSs is enabled to process the ‘sync_to_SPS’
message unit. This SPS drives a return ‘sync_to_SPS’ mes-
sage unit to the active control station 201 in response to
receiving the ‘sync_to_SPS’ message unit transmitted by the
active control station 201 (step 1011). This ‘sync_to_SPS’
message unit includes sync_data driven by the active control
station 201 in the second message field (m_unit[32:79]), but
is silent/empty in the first and third message fields (m_unit
[1:31] and m_unit[208-255]). The active control station 201
detects this return ‘sync_to_SPS’ message unit and attempts
to synchronize to this signal (step 1012). Note that the active
control station 201 will continue sending ‘sync_to_SPS’ mes-
sages, and the SPS will continue returning ‘sync_to_SPS’
messages, until the active control station 201 is synchronized
to the SPS.

At step 1013, the active control station 201 transmits ‘com-
mit_status_chk’ message units to the enabled SPS. The ‘com-
mit_status_chk’ message unit is used by the active control
station 201 to poll the commit status of the enabled SPS (i.e.,
whether or not the previously buffered configuration mes-
sages have been committed into non-volatile storage of the
enabled SPS). Upon receiving a ‘commit_status_chk’ mes-
sage unit, the SPS returns a ‘commit_status_chk’ message
unit to the control station (step 1014), wherein this return
message unit includes the commit status (‘done’ or ‘not done’
in the second message field (m_unit[[80:207]).

The active control station 201 receives the commit status
transmitted by the enabled SPS (step 1015). If the commit



US 9,282,418 B2

17

status received by the active control station 201 is ‘not done’,
then processing returns to step 1013. If the commit status
received by the active control station 201 is ‘done’, but there
is more configuration data to be processed, then processing
returns to step 1006 and the additional configuration infor-
mation is provided to the enabled SPS. If the commit status
received by the active control station 201 is ‘done’, and there
is no more configuration data to be processed, then the active
control station 201 transmits a ‘config_done’ message unit to
the enabled SPS. In response to the ‘config_done’ message
unit, the SPS exits the configuration routine (step 1016), and
disables the configuration mode for this SPS (step 1017),
thereby completing the configuration process for this SPS. In
a particular embodiment, the SPS may enable an indicator
light or tone upon receiving the ‘config_done’ message unit,
thereby instructing the user to toggle the mode setting switch
on the SPS, thereby disabling the configuration mode for the
SPS. The configuration process is performed as needed; for
example, to setup a new system or update an existing system.

After the configuration routine has been completed, the
setup routine can be run. The setup routine will now be
described. The active control station 201 executes the setup
routine when the system 200 is powered up, and each time
that the active control station is switched and the new active
control station needs to update the playback executable 702.

In general, the setup routine is used to identify the follow-
ing information for each SPS: the channel ID, the next chan-
nel ID, the playback system ID, the sensitivity of the channel,
the co-ordinate of the SPS within the playback system, the
acoustic environment of the SPS, the capabilities of the SPS
(e.g., the resolution, the execution pipeline speed, and the
software capability profile), and the timing requirement of the
local signal processing of the SPS. Based on this information
and the computing requirement in decoding the source in
each available playback channel, the active control station
201 will generate the following data for each channel (SPS):
the playback executable 702; the buffering requirement so
that all playback channels can be synchronized, the equaliza-
tion (level and timing) to compensate for misplacement of the
SPS; and the delay requirement for sample-to-playback in
order to for the playback system to be synchronized. The
active control station 201 will then establish a point-to-point
connection to download the above data to each SPS. After
downloading this data to each SPS, the active control station
201 will set the playback system in a ready state, so that the
SPSs can decode the playback stream subsequently broadcast
from the active control station 201.

Note that if the setup routine is executed due to a change in
the active control station, the new active control station may
need to recompile the playback executable 702 of each SPS.
If there is a handover of the active control station to another
control station (e.g., control station 202 becomes the new
active control station), then the execution state information is
transferred from the previous active control station to the new
active control station. This execution state information
includes the current program state of the cognitive loud-
speaker system 200. The new active control station will deter-
mine if the setup routine must be run based on this execution
state information and the new decoding requirements.

FIG. 11 is a flow diagram 1100 illustrating the setup routine
implemented by the control station and the SPS in accordance
with one embodiment of the present invention. After the setup
routine is started (step 1101), the CS transmits the ‘sync-
_to_CS’ message unit (step 1102), such that all of the SPSs
are synchronized to the active control station. The active
control station then transmits a ‘set_SPS_sleep’ message unit
to the SPSs (step 1103). As illustrated by FIG. 9B, the ‘set-
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_SPS_sleep’ message unit includes sync_data, driven by the
active control station, in the first and third message fields
(m_unit[32:79] and m_unit[208:255]), and an SPS channel
identifier in the second message field (m_unit[80:207]). The
SPS channel identifier of the ‘set_SPS_sleep’ message unit
sent during step 1103 specifies all of the SPSs 210-217. In
response to detecting this ‘set_SPS_sleep’ message unit, all
of'the SPSs 210-217 are set to sleep. Once in the sleep state,
an SPS will remain inactive until receiving a wake up mes-
sage unit from the active control station 201.

In step 1104, a variable ‘next_SPS’ is set equal to chan-
nel_0, wherein channel_0 identifies a predefined SPS (i.e.,
default channel) of system 200 (e.g., the SPS 210 that oper-
ates as the left front speaker channel). In step 1105, a variable
‘current_SPS’ is set equal to the ‘next_SPS’ value (i.e., chan-
nel_0). In step 1106, the active control station 201 transmits a
‘set_SPS_awake’ message unit. As illustrated by FIG. 9C, the
‘set_SPS_awake’ message unit includes sync_data, driven by
the active control station in the first and third message fields
(m_unit[32:79] and m_unit[208:255]), and an SPS channel
identifier in the second message field (m_unit[80:207]). The
SPS_channel identifier of the ‘set_SPS_awake’ message unit
sent during step 1106 specifies the SPS identified by the
‘current_SPS’ value (e.g., SPS 210). In response to detecting
the ‘set_SPS_awake’ message unit, the identified SPS 210 is
awaken to continue the setup process for this SPS.

Upon waking up, the SPS 210 transmits a ‘sync_to_SPS’
message unit, allowing the active control station 201 to syn-
chronize with the identified SPS 211 (step 1107). The iden-
tified SPS 210 then transmits ‘setup_msg 2CS’ message
units to the CS (step 1108). As illustrated by FIG. 9C, the
‘setup_msg_2CS’ message units are silent in the first and
third message fields, and include setup data in the second
message field. The setup data includes profile information
associated with the SPS, including for example, performance,
sampling rate, resolution, time required for local signal pro-
cessing and API version. The setup data also includes the
playback system ID, the channel ID of the SPS, the channel
ID of the next_SPS, and an indication of whether the SPS is
the last SPS of the system. Processing loops back from step
1109 to step 1108 until all of the setup data has been trans-
mitted from the identified SPS 210 to the active control sta-
tion 201. After all of the setup data of the identified SPS 210
has been transmitted to the active control station 201 (step
1109, Yes branch), the active control station 201 transmits a
‘set_SPS_sleep’ message unit to the identified SPS 210 (step
1110). This ‘set_SPS_sleep’ includes an SPS channel identi-
fier that identifies the channel associated with the ‘cur-
rent_SPS’ value (e.g., SPS 210). In response to detecting the
‘set_SPS_sleep’ message, this SPS 210 is set to sleep.

From the setup data retrieved during step 1108, the active
control station 201 determines whether the SPS identified by
the variable ‘current_SPS’ represent the last channel of the
system 200 (step 1111). If not, processing returns to step
1105, wherein the variable ‘current_SPS’ is set equal to the
variable ‘next_SPS’ retrieved during step 1108. Steps 1106-
1110 are then repeated, such that the setup data of the
next_SPS is provided to the active control station 201 in the
manner described above.

When the setup data for all of the SPSs 210-217 has been
transmitted to the active control station 201, this control sta-
tion 201 compiles the playback executables 702 for all of the
channels/SPSs (Step 1112). In this step, the active control
station 201 determines the delays to be introduced by the
various SPSs, such that the playback of the playback stream is
synchronized within all ofthe SPSs210-217. In step 1113, the
variable ‘next_SPS’ is again set equal to channel_0, wherein
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channel_0 identifies SPS 210. In step 1114, the variable ‘cur-
rent_SPS’ is set equal to the ‘next_SPS’ value. In step 1115,
the active control station 201 transmits a ‘set_SPS_awake’
message unit to wake up the SPS identified by the ‘cur-
rent_SPS’ value (e.g., SPS 210). In response to detecting the
‘set_SPS_awake message, the identified SPS 210 wakes up to
continue the setup process for this SPS.

After waking up the current_SPS 210, the active control
station 201 transmits ‘setup_msg_2SPS’ message units to the
current_SPS (step 1116). As illustrated by FIG. 9C, the
‘setup_msg_2CS’ message units include setup data in the
first, second and third message fields (m_unit[32:255]). The
setup data includes: the sampling clock rate, the resolution of
the samples, the timing (delay in sample clock cycles) of the
samples, and the executable objects for decoding the play-
back stream.

Processing loops back from step 1117 to step 1116 until all
of'the setup data has been transmitted from the active control
station 201 to the current_SPS 210. After all of the setup data
has been transmitted from the active control station 201 to the
current_SPS 210 (step 1117, Yes branch), the active control
station transmits a ‘set_SPS_sleep’ message unit to the cur-
rent_SPS 210 (step 1118). This ‘set_SPS_sleep’ includes an
SPS channel identifier that identifies the channel associated
with the ‘current_SPS’ value (e.g., SPS 210). In response to
detecting the ‘set_SPS_sleep’ message, this current_SPS 210
is set to sleep.

The active control station 201 determines whether the SPS
identified by the variable ‘current_SPS’ represents the last
channel of the system 200. If not, processing returns to step
1114, wherein the variable ‘current_SPS’ is updated to iden-
tify the next_SPS of the system. Steps 1115-1118 are then
repeated, such that the active control station 201 provides
setup data to the next_SPS, in the manner described above.

When the active control station 201 has transmitted the
setup data for all of the SPSs 210-217, the CS transmits a
‘set_SPS_awake’ message unit (step 1120). The SPS identi-
fication field of the ‘set_SPS_awake’ message unit sent dur-
ing step 1120 identifies all of the SPSs 210-217. In response
to detecting this ‘set_SPS_awake’ message, the SPSs 210-
217 all wake up, thereby setting the system 200 into playback
mode. At this time the setup routine is complete (step 1121).

The control station handover process (which is imple-
mented by CS handover logic 205) will now be described.
There is only one active control station at any given time. In
the examples described above, control station 201 is assumed
to be the active control station. Other control stations (e.g.,
control station 202) can request that the role of active control
station be transferred. This is accomplished through the con-
trol station handover process. The necessary communications
for the handover between different control stations are con-
ducted via alternative channels (e.g., WiFi or Bluetooth).

FIG. 12 is a flow diagram of the control station handover
process 205 in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention. In step 1201, a communication link is
established between the current active control station 201 and
the next active control station 202 (e.g., via WiFi or Blue-
tooth). The next active control station 202 then transmits a
request to take over as the active control station (step 1202). In
response, the current active control station 201 suspends
operation of the playback system (step 1203), forwards the
playback system state information to the next active control
station 202 (step 1204), and broadcasts a ‘cs_handover’ mes-
sage unit to the SPSs 210-217 (step 1205). As illustrated by
FIG. 9D, the ‘cs_handover’ message unit includes sync_data
in all three message fields (m_unit[31:255]). A special sync-
_data pattern is used to ensure the probability of decoding the
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message unit incorrectly is minimized. The ‘cs_handover’
message unit is the last message sent by the current active
control station 201 before it relinquishes its responsibilities.
In response to detecting the ‘cs_handover’ message unit, the
SPSs 210-217 will: reset the synchronization clock, re-estab-
lish the synchronization to the control station 201 and then go
to sleep.

The current active control station 201 will then send a
signal to the next active control station 202, instructing the
next active control station to take over as the active control
station (step 1206). The next active control station 202 will
decide how to restart the playback system 200 based on the
current playback system states and the new requirements (if
any) of the new active control station (Step 1207). It may be
possible for the new active control station 202 to simply wake
up the SPSs 210-217. Alternately, it may be necessary for the
new active control station 202 to regenerate the playback
executables 702 as described above in connection with FIG.
10.

Playback timing control will now be described. FIG. 13 is
a block diagram of SPL 221, which illustrates playback tim-
ing control logic 706 in more detail. Playback timing control
logic 706 includes clock control circuit 1302, phase locked
loop and 1303, sample clock generator 1304 and delay logic
1305.

The active control station 201 transmits a ‘start_sample-
_clk’ message unit to the SPSs 210-217. As illustrated in FI1G.
9D, the ‘start_sample_clk’ message unit includes a sample
clock frequency value in the first message field (m_unit[32:
79), and ‘sync_data’ in the second and third message fields
(m_unit[80:255]). The sample clock frequency value speci-
fies the frequency of a sample clock to be generated within the
SPSs 210-217.

Within each SPS, the clock control circuit 1302 detects the
received ‘start_sample_clk’ message unit. In response, clock
control circuit 1302 causes sample clock generator 1304 to
generate a sample clock signal having the frequency specified
by the sample clock frequency value of the ‘start_sample-
_clk’ signal. Sample clock generator 1304 generates the
sample clock digitally, by counting the conductor clock signal
of transceiver 700. That is, the sample clock generator 1304
toggles the sample clock every M counted cycles of the con-
ductor clock signal. As described above, the conductor clock
signal of the transceiver 700 is synchronized with the con-
ductor clock signal of transceiver 600 in the active control
station 201. In the illustrated embodiment, the clock control
circuit 1302 provides the conductor clock signal of trans-
ceiver 700 to sample clock generator 1304.

In response to receiving the ‘start_sample_clk’ message
unit, clock control circuit 1302 also detects the beacons of
subsequent message units received by transceiver 700, and
synchronizes the sample clock signal to these beacons. In this
manner, the transceivers 700 of the SPSs 210-217 are phase
locked to the transceiver 600 of the active control station 201,
and are also code locked to the beacon of the message units
broadcast from the active control station 201. Because the
sample clocks within the SPSs 210-217 start at the same time,
and the phase locking mechanism between the active control
station 201 and the SPSs 210-217 prevent clock drifting of the
conductor clock, then clock drifting of the sampling clock is
also necessarily prevented.

Playback system synchronizing delay logic 1305 intro-
duces a delay to the sample clock signal, thereby creating a
delayed sample clock signal. The delay introduced is equal to
a number of cycles of the sample clock signal. The specific
number of delay cycles is independently selected within each
of'the SPSs 210-217, such that the output sampling (described
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below) is synchronized across all of the SPSs 210-217. The
delay introduced by each of the SPSs is established by the
active control station 201 during the setup routine. More
specifically, the playback executable 702 previously down-
loaded from the active control station 201 includes informa-
tion that defines the delay introduced by delay logic 1305. In
this manner, the output sampling within each of the SPSs is
synchronous to within a fraction of a cycle of the sample
clock.

To implement playback, the active control station 201
transmits ‘playback_msg’ message units to the SPSs 210-
217. All of the SPSs 210-217 receive the same ‘playback-
_msg’ message units. The beginning of the ‘playback_msg’
includes the beacon, which is made up of a pre-determined
pseudo-random code. As illustrated by FIG. 9C, the three
message fields of the ‘playback_msg’ message unit include
the content of the playback material. The layer and format of
the playback material is defined by the software layer above
the playback executable 702 and playback messages. As
described above, the transceiver 600 in the active control
station 201 and the transceivers 700 in the SPSs 210-217 all
operate at the frequency of the conductor clock signal (e.g.,
250 MHz in the described embodiments).

The conductor clock is used to clock the ‘playback_msg’
message units into playback stream buffer 703.

Anindependent PLIL 1303 is used to generate the playback
processor clock in the SPS. This clock can be scaled to satisfy
the computing power to finish the required decoding and
signal processing in a timely manner. In the described
examples, the playback processor clock has a frequency in the
range of about 500 MHz-2 GHz. The playback processor
clock is used to clock playback data from the playback stream
buffer 703 to the playback processor 704. The playback pro-
cessor 704 operates in response to the playback processor
clock. More specifically, the playback processor 704 pro-
cesses the playback data included in the message fields of the
‘playback_msg’ message unit to extract the digital playback
data for the channel associated with the SPS. Note that the
playback processor 704 operates in accordance with informa-
tion provided by the previously configured playback execut-
able 702. The playback executable 702 is the program used to
process the playback stream. The playback executable 702
and the playback stream are completely flexible and program-
mable. So any programmable device with sufficient process-
ing power and functions can be used to implement playback
processor 704. Playback processor 704 can be an ARM pro-
cessor, PPC or a custom instruction set processor. Note that it
is not necessary to tie the CLS to any particular instruction set
architecture. So that is why the present embodiment includes
the software layer and API. This software infra-structure is
highly programmable and processor architecture indepen-
dent.

Playback processor 704 transmits the extracted digital
playback data to output sample buffer 705. The digital play-
back data is latched into output sample buffer 705 in response
to the playback processor clock. Note that the playback pro-
cessor clock is faster than the sample clock. The playback
processor 704 has sufficient throughput to produce a sample
per cycle of the sample clock. Due to the data dependence of
the processing step and the ease of software partition between
the playback executable and the local processing routines, a
user may implement a pipeline of signal processors to per-
form significant local processing within the SPS, if desired. In
this case, the SPS produces a sample per cycle of the sample
clock, but may take more than one sample clock cycle to
create an initial sample. In an alternate embodiment, play-
back processor 704 can be implemented with a device, such as
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an FPGA device, which operates at a relatively low speed, but
includes more computing resources. The CLS 200 allows any
SPS to take longer than one sample clock to create the sample
as long as it can sustain a sample per sample clock cycle
throughput. The output sample buffer 705 is designed to
provide enough entries to delay the faster SPS so that all the
channels are synchronized.

The playback data is transferred out of the output sample
buffer 705, and through the D/A converters 710-711 in
response to the delayed sample clock signal.

FIG. 14 is a block diagram illustrating the software archi-
tecture 1400 of cognitive loudspeaker system 200 in accor-
dance with one embodiment of the present invention.

Software architecture 1400 in the active control station 201
includes system platform 1401, configuration driver 1402,
playback executable compiler 1403, virtual coder 1404, play-
back stream generator 1405, and playback control manager
1406. System platform 1401 is provided by the vendor of the
active control station 201. The control station software runs
on top of this platform 1401.

Configuration driver 1402 includes software to control the
configuration of the SPS. This is an optional feature of the
active control station 201. In one embodiment, configuration
driver 1402 implements a standard configuration, so that any
control station can configure any SPS. In an alternate embodi-
ment, configuration driver 1402 can implement vendor/
manufacturer specific configuration. In this embodiment, the
software interface is standardized so that the software pro-
vided by any SPS manufacturer can be integrated into the
control station configuration manager.

Playback executable compiler 1403 controls the setup and
handover routines of the playback system in the manner
described above. Playback executable compiler 1403 com-
piles the playback executables of the SPSs 210-217 based on
the following inputs: configurations and requirements from
all of the SPSs gathered during the setup or handover routines,
the virtual coder layer of the playback system, and the play-
back source format.

Playback stream generator 1405 controls the delivery of
the playback stream to the SPSs 210-217. Playback stream
generator 1405 generates the playback streams based on the
virtual coder layer of the playback system and the playback
source.

Playback control manager 1406 provides a user interface to
control the playback system. Playback control manager 1406
generates control messages to the SPSs 210-217 in order to
realize the user controls. Hooks are provided in the playback
executables handle these requests. For example, playback
control manager 1406 transmits ‘ctrl_msg’ message units
(see, FIG. 9D), which include sync_data in the first and third
message fields, and a control message in the second message
field. The control message identifies the playback system
(playback system ID) and the SPS (SPS ID). This control
message controls, for example, volume, timing delay and
other operations of the playback system. A standard control
message may include, for example: a start of content indica-
tor, an end of content identifier, volume control, timing delay
control, sleep control, and shutdown control.

Software architecture 1400 in each of SPSs 210-217
includes output sample buffer software 1411, execution pipe-
line 1412, instruction set architecture 1413, API 1414, SPS
real time operating system (RTOS) 1415, virtual decoder
1416, local signal processing software 1417, playback
executable software 1418, SPS firmware 1419, and SPS char-
acteristics and configurations software 1420.
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Output sample buffer software 1411 provides an interface
between the cognitive loudspeaker system 200 and the loud-
speakers.

Execution pipeline 1412 includes the pipeline, memories
and co-processors for computation.

Instruction Set Architecture (ISA) 1413 is an instruction
set of the execution pipeline 1412. In accordance with one
aspect of the present invention, the architecture of cognitive
loudspeaker system 200 is not tied to any particular ISA.

Cognitive loudspeaker API1 1414 is a standardized software
interface that allows the cognitive loudspeaker system 200 to
be implemented by various ISA such as PowerPC, ARM,
Intel or custom ISA.

SPS RTOS 1415 is an operating system to control the
configuration, setup, playback and user control of the SPS.

Local signal processing software 1417 is specific to the
SPS, and performs correction and compensation, equaliza-
tion and cross-over functions. The local signal processing
software 1417 within each SPS informs the SPS characteris-
tics and configuration software 1420 of the execution time of
its local processing so that the active control station 201 can
synchronize the sampling timing of all the channels.

Playback executable software 1418 includes the playback
executables downloaded from the active control station 201
during the setup or handover routine. Each SPS has its own
version of the playback executable to process a single play-
back stream broadcast by the active control station 201.

SPS firmware 1419 includes non-volatile storage to store
OS code, configurations and characteristics.

SPS characteristics and configurations software 1420
includes information to be forwarded to the active control
station 201 during the setup routine in order for the CS to
setup the playback system. The following information is nec-
essary: the channel ID, the next channel 1D, the playback
system 1D, the co-ordinate of the SPS within the playback
system, the capabilities of the SPS (e.g., the resolution, the
execution pipeline speed, the API profile), and the timing
requirement of the local signal processing.

Coder virtualization is implemented by the virtual encoder
1404 in the active control station 201 and the virtual decoder
1416 in the SPSs. Coder virtualization allows the playback to
be conducted in a format defined by virtual encoder 1404/
virtual decoder 1414, regardless the format of the playback
sources. This software layer is built upon the cognitive loud-
speaker API 1414. The virtual encoder 1404 compiles the
virtual decoders for the SPSs and translates the various play-
back formats into the virtual code format. These roles can be
performed in real time or during pre-processing. The virtual
decoder 1416 is downloaded to the SPSs from the active
control station 201 as part of the setup routine. The virtual
decoder 1416 decodes the playback stream transmitted by the
active control station 201.

The rationale for coder virtualization is described below.
First, coder virtualization reduces signal processing com-
plexity. LPCM is a time domain code, while MP3, AAC and
AC3 are frequency domain codes. Local signal processing
and room acoustic processing is mostly performed in the
frequency domain. Hardcoding the playback executable to a
particular format will therefore require unnecessary setup and
transformation if different formats are to be enabled for play-
back.

In addition, coder virtualization provides format indepen-
dence within system 200. In order to enable playback of a
digital stream having a new format, all that is needed is a new
translator in the virtual encoder 1404.

Moreover, coder virtualization provides more efficient
setup and handover routines. Furthermore, coder virtualiza-
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tion makes it easy to standardize the software layer between
the active control station 201 and the SPSs so that this soft-
ware layer can facilitate the deployment of the cognitive
loudspeaker system 200. In addition, coder virtualization
makes it easy to integrate the source decoding processing and
local signal processing.

Coder virtualization also allows the coder to be optimized
for the content of the sources. For example, different virtual
coders can be implemented for high fidelity stereo classical/
jazz playback and for 7.1 surround sound playback.

Finally, coder virtualization provides cost savings, because
the cost of a software coder is much less than the cost of a
hardware coder. Note that only one software coder is needed
in the active control station 201.

Cognitive loudspeaker system 200 improves upon conven-
tional digital audio systems as follows. Cognitive loud-
speaker system 200 provides for improved system partition-
ing. That is, system 200 allows all loudspeaker specific
operations to be pushed back into the loudspeaker itself. The
playback function is mainly controlled by software from any
compatible CS device. The communication and synchroniza-
tion between these system components are conducted
through a simple wireless interface. As a result, the CS-SPS
model allows any compatible mass market device, such as a
laptop, mobile phone or television, to drive the playback
system directly. Moreover, the software defined decoder
enables coding virtualization, which allows audio having any
digital format to be played by system 200. There is no need to
change the system hardware to implement a new coding for-
mat.

Moreover, each loudspeaker is a self sufficient signal pro-
cessor and playback unit. As a result, the manufacturer has
more tools to optimize product price and performance. Fur-
thermore, because each loudspeaker (SPS) is a self sufficient
signal processor and playback unit, loudspeakers can be eas-
ily added and deleted from the playback system 200.

From the user’s point of view, cognitive loudspeaker sys-
tem 200 provides the freedom to play any content from any
device at home. For example, high end classic music can be
played from a laptop computer, and a 10.2 surround sound
movie can be played from a set top box or a television. System
200 also provides high performance at a low cost. Each loud-
speaker is highly optimized for the entire signal path, thereby
improving the sound quality and lowering the price signifi-
cantly. There is no need to include an expensive and compli-
cated AV processor and the associated amplification circuitry.
Note that a conventional AV processor becomes obsolete
when new coding standards emerge. This is not the case in
system 200, wherein coder virtualization eliminates this
obsolescence issue.

Cognitive loudspeaker system 200 also provides the
advantage of a single D/A conversion in the entire signal path
of the playback system, so there less sound quality degrada-
tion. In addition, system 200 allows high end and low end
loudspeakers to be intermixed within the same system 200,
without worrying how these speakers are driven. System 200
allows for highly optimized signal processing to optimize the
sound and experience.

Because cognitive loudspeaker system 200 does not
require speaker cables to connect the loudspeakers (SPSs) to
the active control station, the room containing system 200
will look cleaner. This is especially true as the number of
loudspeakers increase in future home theater systems (e.g.,
stereo, 5.1, 7.1, 10.2, 22.2). Moreover, system 200 allows
more features to be introduced, and the user interface to be
improved, simply by modifying software within the system.
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Cognitive loudspeaker system 200 is a viable technology
for the following reasons. First, transistors are getting cheaper
and faster. In addition, the computing power required to pro-
cess more channels within system 200 is scaled with the
number of channels. Moreover, there is a moderate bit rate for
audio coding within system 200 (e.g., less than 10 Mb for 24
bitx192 kHz stereo LPCM coding) and bit rates will not
increase significantly by matrixing the channels as the num-
ber of channels increase. Furthermore, system 200 has mod-
est computing requirements (e.g., S000 instruction cycles per
sample, when implementing a 2 GHz processing clock and a
192 kHz sampling clock, assuming half of the playback pro-
cessor cycles can be used). In addition, the power consump-
tion of system 200 is a second order issue.

Moreover, system 200 implements a benign air interface
environment, and can be easily supported by the existing
wireless technologies. The single source broadcasting and
point-to-point communication is so simple that a complicated
MAC layer is not necessary in system 200. Playback within
system 200 consists of transient data, so security should not
beaconcern. Loudspeakers are most likely fixtures within the
listening room, so mobility is not an issue. It is quite unlikely
the SPSs are placed in different room or even in a room with
very odd shape, so multipath interference should be very
mild. The playback system 200 mostly likely will positioned
indoors, with the playback system components likely located
within 5 meters among each other.

Cognitive loudspeaker system 200 enables the manufac-
turer to make lower cost and higher performance media
devices. System 200 is audio standard and coding neutral.
System 200 is 100% wire free for interconnect, and can
coexist with other wireless systems. System 200 can seam-
lessly connect to any compatible player, is easy to upgrade
(sources, number of loudspeakers, changing loudspeakers)
and provides optimum performance for both hi-fidelity music
and multi-channel surround sound playback. System 200
enables integration of source decoding, room acoustic equal-
ization and loudspeaker characteristic compensation in a
single computation framework. System 200 also allows the
audio source distributor to optimize coding for sound quality.
System 200 also allows for the incorporation of video or other
media into the playback system.

System 200 is much more cost effective than a conven-
tional system for the following reasons. The audio coding
separates the audio signal into frequency bands, so there is no
need to have a cross-over network. Any deficiencies of the
driver units, the impedance matching between the loud-
speaker and the power amplifier, or the characteristic of the
enclosure can be corrected by DSP algorithms. The room
characteristics and the channel placement can be compen-
sated by local signal processing at each SPS. This type of
optimization requires: a signal processor for each channel;
each signal processor at the loudspeaker is synchronized to
within a sample clock; unique parameters for each loud-
speaker model or even each copy of speaker; and unique
parameters for each channel for the room and placement
characteristics.

Although the invention has been described in connection
with several embodiments, it is understood that this invention
is not limited to the embodiments disclosed, but is capable of
various modifications, which would be apparent to a person
skilled in the art. Accordingly, the present invention is limited
only by the following claims.

I claim:

1. A method comprising:

transmitting configuration information from a first sound

production station to a first control station, wherein the
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configuration information defines operating characteris-
tics of the first sound production station;

compiling a first playback executable in the first control

station based on the configuration information and a

playback source format of the first control station;

wirelessly transmitting a the first playback executable from
a the first control station to a the first sound production
station;
storing the first playback executable in the first sound
production station;
wirelessly transmitting digital audio information from
the first control station to the first sound production
station; and
decoding the digital audio information with a playback
processor within the first sound production station,
wherein the first playback executable controls the
playback processor to decode the digital audio infor-
mation in accordance with the playback source for-
mat.
2. The method of claim 1, further comprising generating
digital audio samples with the playback processor in response
to the digital audio information.
3. The method of claim 2, further comprising converting
the digital audio samples into an analog output signal within
the first sound production station.
4. The method of claim 3, further comprising:
amplifying the analog output signal; and
driving a speaker with the amplified analog output signal.
5. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of decoding the
digital audio information with the playback processor com-
prises extracting digital audio samples associated with a
defined frequency range from the digital audio information.
6. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
transmitting the digital audio information from the first
control station in response to a first conductor clock
signal generated within the first control station;

receiving the digital audio information with the first sound
production station in response to a second conductor
clock signal generated within the first sound production
station; and

synchronizing the first conductor clock signal and the sec-

ond conductor clock signal.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the configuration infor-
mation identifies a playback channel of the first sound pro-
duction station.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the configuration infor-
mation includes a processing delay associated with the first
sound production station.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising transmitting
the digital audio information using a complementary fre-
quency hopping pulse modulation (CFHPM) scheme.

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

wirelessly transmitting a second playback executable from

the first control station to a second sound production
station, wherein the first playback executable is gener-
ated based on the playback source format of the first
control station;

storing the second playback executable in the second sound

production station;

wirelessly transmitting the digital audio information from

the first control station to the second sound production
station; and

decoding the digital audio information with a second play-

back processor within the second sound production sta-
tion, wherein the second playback executable controls
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the second playback processor to decode the digital
audio information in accordance with the playback
source format.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the first playback
executable is different than the second playback executable.

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising synchro-
nizing decoded digital audio information provided by the first
and second playback processors to a common clock.

13. The method of claim 10, wherein second playback
executable is wirelessly transmitted from the first control
station to the second sound production station after the first
playback executable is wireless transmitted from the first
control station to the first sound production station.

14. The method of claim 10, further comprising:

transmitting configuration information from the first sound

production station to the first control station; and then
transmitting configuration information from the second
sound production station to the first control station; and
generating the first and second playback executables in the
first control station in response to the configuration
information received from the first and second sound
production stations.

15. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

wirelessly transmitting a second playback executable from

the first control station to the first sound production
station, wherein the second playback executable is gen-
erated based on a second playback source format of the
first control station;

storing the second playback executable in the first sound

production station;

wirelessly transmitting second digital audio information

from the first control station to the first sound production
station; and

decoding the second digital audio information with the

playback processor within the first sound production
station, wherein the second playback executable con-
trols the playback processor to decode the second digital
audio information in accordance with the second play-
back source format.

16. The method of claim 1, further comprising

wirelessly transmitting a second playback executable from

a second control station to the first sound production
station, wherein the second playback executable is gen-
erated based on a second playback source format of the
second control station;

storing the second playback executable in the first sound

production station;

wirelessly transmitting digital audio information from the

second control station to the first sound production sta-
tion; and

decoding the digital audio information transmitted by the

second control station with the playback processor
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within the first sound production station, wherein the
second playback executable controls the playback pro-
cessor to decode the digital audio information transmit-
ted by the second control station in accordance with the
second playback source format.

17. The method of claim 16, further comprising:

storing playback system information in the first control
station, wherein the playback system information iden-
tifies parameters associated with the transmission of the
digital audio information from the first control station to
the first sound production station; and

transferring the playback system information from the first
control station to the second control station.

18. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

storing the digital audio information in the first sound
production station in response to a first clock signal; and

processing the digital information within the playback pro-
cessor in response to a second clock signal, which is
faster than the first clock signal.

19. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving a digital audio stream with the first control sta-
tion, wherein the digital audio stream has a first coding
format;

translating the digital audio stream from the first coding
format to a second coding format within the first control
station, thereby creating the digital audio information.

20. A cognitive loudspeaker system comprising:

a control station having a transceiver that wirelessly trans-
mits digital audio information and a plurality of play-
back executables, and receives configuration informa-
tion, wherein each of the plurality of playback
executables is compiled by the control station based on
a playback source format of the digital audio informa-
tion and the received configuration information; and

a plurality of sound production stations, each having a
transceiver that receives a corresponding one of the plu-
rality of playback executables and the digital audio
information wirelessly transmitted from the control sta-
tion, and each having a playback processor controlled by
the corresponding one of the plurality of playback
executables to decode the digital audio information in
accordance with the playback source format, wherein
each of the sound production stations generates an
audible output in response to the received digital audio
information, and wherein each transceiver of the sound
production stations wirelessly transmits configuration
information defining operating characteristics of the
corresponding sound production station to the control
station.



